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JOB XXIV. I9Q.

[ e @5 impifl as the Waters; thetr Portion v ocierved I the Baredn he beholdeth
not the way ot the Vinecvards.

Thus Pumphrﬂﬂcd by the Incomparable Sir Richard Bluckmore.

To this vile Crue you may the PIRATT add
Who purs to Sea the Merchant to imvade,
And reaps the Profit of another’s Lrade.

He sculks behund some Rock, or swiftly thes
From Creek to Creek, rich Vessels to surprize,
By this ungodly Course the Robber gains,
And lavs up so much Wealth, th at }'IL dizdains
And mocks the poor, merc}htihh Tl

Of those, who plant the Vine, or t1ll the Soil.

A Remarkable RELATION
of a

Cockatrice crushd in the Egg.

A Vessel of thar sort which they call, a Snoe, belonging to certain

Merchants in Bristol, and commanded by [ohn Green, of thar City, sailed
from famaica, some time inAdprid, 1726, bound for Guinea. The Doatswain,
William Fiy, having before concerted with some aboard, (in a way of
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Revenge, they said, for Bad Usage) the Destruction of the Maszer and the
Mate, and the proper Consequences, on May 27, about One a Clock in the
Morning, he, with one Alexander Mitehel, went into the Cabin, and siezin
on the Master, held his Hands, while AMizche/ wounded him, Then they
hawled him up; who perceiving their Intention to throw him overboard,
begd, For the Lords Sake, don't throw me sverboard; For if you do, Yyou throw
me tnto Helf immediately, But £y bid him say, Lord, Have Mercy on my Soull
And when he siezed the Mainsheets with his Hand, to prolong his Time,
the merciless Monsters, with a Cooper’s Broad-axe, cut off his Hand, and
threw him over-board, While this was a doing, one Samuel Cole, presently
assisted with Mirche! and one Winthrop, secured the Mate, whose Name
was L homas Jenkins, and brought him upon Deck, telling him, that be shouid
go after the Master. Accordingly, having first cut him down the Shoulder
with a Broad-axe, they threw him overt, just before the Main Shrouds, After
he was thrown over, he cried out unto the Doctor, For the fords Sake, to
Hing bim a Rope. But Fly soon secured the Doctor, and put him in Irons:
and confined the Gunner also and the Carpenter, who were not for their
Turn.

Two Days after this, they met one of the Ships, that came out in
Company with Green, and hailing them, askd, How Captain Green did.
They answered, Pery well! Af your Service! But upon consulting, whether
they had best attack that Ship, they left her, in Cansideration, That they
had not Hands enough to Man her. So, they bore away for North-Carolina;
Where, off Cape Hattaras Bar, on June 3. there lay a Sloop at Anchor,
whereof the Commander was one whose Name is Fu/ber Some of the
Sloop’s Hands went aboard £y, who was now become the Captain of the
dnoe, supposing them to want a Pilor. Fly commanded Fulker aboard, and
informed him, They were Gentlemen of Fortune; and let him know, that they
must have the $logp, if it sailed better than the Snse. The contrary Winds
rendring the Sloop unable to be broughr off, our New Captain fell into a
great Passion, and swore he would burp her, and bringing Fulker to the
Geers, (who it seems, unadvisedly provoked them) inflicted 4 severe Scourg-
ing upon him, The Boats Crue, could not bring the S/osp any further than
the Bar, but there she bilg'd and sank; and the Pirates endeavoured then to
set her on Fire, but could not make the Fire to rake. Futker and his Men,
and his Passengers, were detained Prisoners by Fly; But on June 5. they
sailed from thence; and on the Day following they saw a Ship commanded
by one whose Name is Ga/e, bound from Barbadss to Virginia. They could
not come up with Ga/e till the next Morning; when they hoisted their Black
Flag, and fired several Guns at the Ship; and there being little Wind, Ga/e
struck; and F7y made the Men his Prisoners; but robbed the Ship only of
several Sails, and some Cloaths and small Arms: and after a Captivity of
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Twa Davs released them: at the swme time gix-’inlg f‘—.ﬁffﬁi‘t'?] and one n’r}hj:ﬁr
Passengers, and 4 Servant, and Greeny Docror, their Lthl‘t_;y’. Ht_n-ﬂ.-'m-_*l:r £ "Iu
forceably detained one Hitliam Atkinson, who i_md l'H}L‘EI'l C n:_vmmnn; e n.i_ 1
Brigantine, but left her for a P:ii;f_-m;__r]ef huTE 11 !_wfff:ff', bound _t en T}”i
Hm'hs‘.w.a; And who had often declared, That i the Pirases ever tunk. hin, he
would humour them, till he could see his first Op}"u‘trrnnn_r}-'Im rise upor
them. They wanted him to be their Priss, tor the Coast ot _;"‘»-'f:ur—lﬁHg'f’f.rmf;
which they told him, he should be, or, They wonld bluw hHis ﬁrmr;r.?' onf. 1t
scems, they forgot, how bad a Coast Neaw-E ngland hus been tor f .-‘}"{F{t‘ﬁ tL?
come upon! Ot of Delaware Bay, rth_.-' met 4 blnlup C{.}I‘E"ITTLHI'I_.E?L‘{l hx n:ttm
Harris, bound trom New-York to Peasifoania, h-:n-'Llng aﬂ:-.f;m[ ]?ﬁr;i:-' Hmtc?h—
Irish Passengers aboard; which upon their hﬂl?ﬁl’ll‘l%{ ot thrt'.ll' Black P.f'f{g
Surrendred unto them. Atter they had a hietle ransackd the Vessel, fnd kept
her twenty four Hours, they forced a Lusty Blade, one ames I}:i??f!?‘r.-'m{',
from her, and so dismissd her. Fiy bore away tor M mf&m Froeyard,
pretending to Water there, and so away tor Guinea But the Piios pulrp:_"m_t?l}-
missd the port, (whereat F/y was very angry,) and on Junc 3. }Eﬂr]'ﬂi{
Lastward, they mett with a Fivhing Schooner, o B rawns Bank; h'um{.;'hlc 3
upon Iys hoisting his Black F";”::L_T‘ and threatning to 51111L %-u::r,.rt‘h:d ; 13tltr
came aboard them, & F/y told him, he must have thﬁr Schooner, unless he
could inform him, wherc to get a better Sailor. About Noon, T.l:n’:}-' SAW SOTE
other Schssners; and #fp sent that Schoener with severn hands atter them. £/
(who had now entircl}; sold himself to the God nﬁf Flron,) and Thrc_c_nthtrl
Pirates, whereof one (Samus/ Cole atoresaid) was in Lrons upon Suspicion of
Mutiny, remained aboard the Sase; and it teen others that h}ld ]JEET"I mkm.m
by hiI"[:l; namely, Fulkers Mare, a L‘{}uplni ot his Bn‘}}-’ﬁ, (sreens (:rLl.I‘mt‘.l‘- -.11}’1¢}
CHI‘}JET"I ter, five of Gales Men, Benfrook, l‘ﬂhrEﬁ Fishermen ht‘li)i’lgll’“}g T;;_}.T_"lj..
Sthooner, and our Atkinssn, While the Pri'j:.rm?' 1.-1'&1':“: gone upon tllt'.lql‘ L.LI.*{—L ,.
there appeared in Sight several rithf:r l"l':i}‘lll'lg—Fﬁ.‘iHClﬂ; and ffﬁé{jﬂjf}ﬁ. *.1_1.1
telling F/y what he saw, drew him fmrwm}rd, trom his two I;(ii:tdtﬂ ;rH.-i'I}.T, Lm_k.
Swword, which he had with him;and while Fy satt on the H s??f'ff'm*f .Wlt_h 111:
Prospective-Glass, Benbrosk and Halker, [1#'}‘1() had been‘ ﬁgf&?n :T.l_dtt‘
upon the Direction from As&insan, secured {L‘{r, and put hnﬁ‘n N 1r|::|nn, LmL_
Atkinson struck another of the Prrates; and with the Help of the L_.ﬂrpc;?tm,
saon confined the other Two. Thus they made Th({IﬂSCh’tS f‘v_.-"[;asrcrrs ot Fhr:
Snsey the rest of the Prisoners all the ﬂ-’.}lﬂﬁ standing unactive, not h:?ng
made acquainted with the Design, which was now managing tor ther
Deliverance. | NPV
On June 26. the EHappy Caprors brought in tl'lE1Tr;':"'r'f"'ﬂi_? 1{,.:*?;75;-{-'5:_\* 1avi r}?g
taken them Captives, whose Captives they were. So, The Triumphing of th
weked, Was ul for o moment. |
L”M'{;i;;:d;‘hﬁ S{mnrim’ Cowrt of Admiraity which the Aot of Parliament has
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ordered for the Trial ot Prrates, {Whercof the chief Judge, was the
Honourable WILLIAM DUMMER Esqr. the Licutenant Governour,
and Commander in Chicf, of the Massachuset-Provines,) quickly tried these
Four Pyrates, and after plain and full Comviction, on July 3. [_‘l";l'i'ifé}‘l the just
Sentenee of Dearh upon rhem; namely, upon Hiiiam 70y, the upstart Cap-
rain, who was a Young man, abour Seven and twenty vears ot old; Henry
Crreenttdle, a married Man about torty seven vears of Age; Samuel Cole,
about Thirty seven years of Age, having a Wife and seven Children: And,
Ceorge Condick, a Youth of Twenty, or thercabours.

They were now cast into a place, Where, besides the prayers, which
the Flesh their Spirir might be Saved, great pains were taken, by the
Ministers of City, to dispose them for a Return unto God.

abundance of Godly Christians mude for them, That in the Destruction of

The Exrcurion.

And now, speedtdy, that 1s to say, On Tuesday, the Sentence qgarnst ihe
Evil Werks of these Men, must be executed. One of the Four, namely,
Condick, was Reprieved. As for £y, he had been all along, a most uncom-
mon and amazing Instance of Impenitency and Stupidity, und what Spec-
tacies of Obduration the Wicked will be, when they have by a course of
Wickedness under and against Warnings, provoked the GOD of Heaven
to withold His Influences from them. The Sullen and Raging Mood, into
which he fell, upon his being first imprisond, caused him to break forth into
turtous Execrations, and Blasphemices too hideous to be mentiond: und not
eat onc morsel of any thing, but subsist only upon a little Drinking, for
almost all the remaining part of his Life. He declined appearing in the
Public Assemblies, on the Lords-day, with the other Prisoners, to be under
the appointed means ot Grace, because, forsooth, Ae would not huwe the Moh
to gaze upon him. He scemd all along ambitious to have it said, Thar be died
4 brave feilow! He passd along to the place of Exccution, with 4 Noyegay n
his hand, and making his Complements, where he thought be saw secavion,
Arriving there, he nimbly mounted the Stage, and would tain have put on
a Smiling Aspect. He reproached the Hungman, for not understanding his
Trade, and with his own Hands rectified matters, to render all things more

-

Convenient and Eftectual.

When he was called upon, to speak what he should judge proper to be
spoken on that sad occasion, at least for the Warning of Survivers, he only
said, That be would advise the Mastors of Vessely to carry 1t svell to their ;'“Iy:ffr;,
lest they should be put upon doing as be bad done
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At the same time, he declared his obstinate Retusal, to forgroe the

Person that had been the Instrument of bringing him tuljustin:t‘.. When the
Necessity of that Charey was urgently pressd upon him: and Iadvﬂnfagﬂ
raken from a Recital of the {.ords-Prayer used among th_f: Dtk’ﬂltlﬂﬂﬂ _m- thfc:
Criminals on the present Qceasion, to urge 1t; he still persisted . his

Unrelenting Frame; and an Expression ot that Importance was 1n the last

words, he Expired withal. But it was observed and is attirmd, by some

Spectators, that in the Midst of all his attected Bravery, a very sensible
Trembling attended him; 1lis hands and his Knees were plainly seen to
Tremble —And so we must leave himn for the fudement to come.

The other 'Two, Cole and Greenvtfie, had much greater Signs of Ht}f’f’ﬁ—
tance upon them. They made their Prayers, and seemd mmrtmurﬂllj,-'pn{ymg,
and much affected. Thev desired the Spectators ro take Harning by them,
And they mentioned Profane Szoearin g and Carsing, with E.'m nkenners and
Subbath-breakin ¢, a5 Crimes which were now particularly gm:vuus.m tlj em.
Thev also justified the Cours, a5 well as acknowledged the Justice of the
Glorious GOD, in the Punishment thev were now brought unto.

A Minister present having made a Pertinent and Pathenf: Prayer, Elltf'.
Officer, willing that all thar was possible might be done tor therr g{md: aitf:'.r
sOmMe time, ask'd them, whether they would have another Prayer. Fiy did
not accept the ofter, but said, If the othor Troo be Ready, I am! HD“’ETT'E'E, the
sther Tawo desiring 1t, another such prayer was made by .ar}n::ither T\"TII]}STL‘I’;
and after #Ahu¢, another by a Third; with which they joined attentively.
(while F/y lookd about him unconcerned.)

- L] " ANy : = T, 5 L] e
Then the Execution was finished; And F/p% Carcase hanged in Chains,
on an lsland, at the Entrance into Resfon-Harbour.

Cole, being one that could use his Pen, did on the_f\*'lnrniug beforc ‘hu;
Execution, give out a Paper, in which “he Lamented his carly accustoming
of himselt to Profane Swearing, and Blasphemous Language; and Excessive
Drinking, and his frequent stealtng of Liguors from h1r5r I'\f“laﬁtf:r, for the
Satisfaction of them who hired him to do 1t. He added his blttc.r Lﬂﬂ:u:‘*rj_tm—
tions, that when he came to Man® Estate, he abandoned himselt to Cri 11."!;11
Pleasures, to Drinking, Dancing, Whsring, and the rest, 1HE! beged all Sea
faring-Men to take Warning by his Ignominious and f"s-"haerab]t:‘ Death; tg
which he was now brought, by the LEnticements of the ‘Nicktjd. He
confess'd himself to be justly Condemned; and gave abundance {}f'_j hanks,
for the Assistance of Good Ministers, and the wholesome lnstﬂrucn‘nm‘and
holy Directions they had given him, and expressd s Hope of entring into
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Heav ; - His Glori
; a t:in, lb} th.r.: [flm}d of His Glorious Redeemer. And he earnestly
esired, that this Paper might be published to the World [7] '.
']'1}_1 -.._ ] e '} ]
o e poor ?I}?n’{; the Prison, had owned unto a Mimster, That from
loment of the Murders on Board, b | '
. soard, he never had a minute 1et 1n hi
0 bt Oar a minutes Quiet in his
' 5 L.::-ntlnuﬂﬂ}" T"v"Im‘i’{:ll’[al'lﬂ r h i :
w3 : OW to run away f he =
Ty ual g ay trom the whole
i : :11'1(1 i1t were possible run away from mmself, The Apprehensio
L] "L._r 2 7 1
o :., Ing some Intcnnfm to knock the Fesse on the Head, and perhaps the
¢ 1 “I”’I":‘ME’Fd them, for some Days before Mr. Ar&inson’ happy Revolu-
I_llun, 1m da}- him in frons, and every Day cruelly to bestow mor, -
undre Lasbes apon him; whereof he continued Sore
now saw the Glorious GG

by the Hands of his ¢

n of

more than an
OD, beginning to Fxec . e
h . g to xecute on him His Vengeance,
A it v u.;'{? Blund}:%(j{:unpam_::?ns: And he endured such
gl _‘Fm {[J)U]‘upun his Ih;;u‘lmrn Circumstances in the Boston-
saol, as of a Lreliverance. It was fhere endeav - tia
Construction of his Miseries might be set home llpn;nl(jii: {ﬁ:ii;z};d:t i::
; or,

admirable to se :
o iaf’%;t‘ tDl:LE_..h{}w the Vengeance of GOD, sometimes makes Aecam-
pirces in o1, horrible Scourges to one another!

It was ; P > ~ .
Faults r;f&f}ij-?} :—lgdm the %’*‘ entals, Happy is he, who corrects bis Faults By the
$. ANd now, Happy would our Sea-faring P R
bt‘ I ~ N ) "--f?‘ff”’fﬁg ﬂﬂp]_t‘ pﬂrtlclllﬂfh’
.1t the Crimes and the Ends of some whom they have seen Drowmned in

Perditi ‘ ftec
: ':fzmr, might effectually cause them to beware of the Faults. with which
they may any of them charge themsclves. ;

y !;Upﬂ; those words used unto Achar just betore his Execution, The ford
;T";[ %?ﬁzbfi&{&; THIS D:"'C_‘[;; the Jews have a Charitable l"iancvj Thardun
Al LAY, he saw an end of all his 7Trsudl and that -
come he shall have no further Treuble, b e T s oSGty

Lt he ﬂ:rund ’111'1fmg h P 1
and rht‘ I"".; M ' 2 e P f ke s
irdnned‘ W 1th thn; Nale QClory, who d}-‘ ﬁnitent ﬂnd [}ardnned 1t
¥

will be so; But the Infallible Jud
| : : gment of who are s
GOD the Judye of all, can determine . R

15 what none but

Hinis.

1Th
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Source Notes

Cotton Mathers account of Willlam Flv and his fellow conspirators was
published as the introductory section of The Fiad poured sut upon the Sea (Boston,
1726, Mather's nitle tor his prrate account was “A Remarkable Relation Of A
Cocbatrice conshid in the Epg” Since a cockatrice {also known as a basilisk) wax
one of the deadlicst of fabulous serpents (whose merest glance could killl,
Marher’s title provided readers with an obvious perspective friom which to read the
text. Following the “Remarkable Relation,” he included owo long dialogues
between himselt and Flv In these exchanges the numster attempted w accom-
plish in print what he failed to do i person. Flywas one ot the most stubborn and
defiant pirates ever cxecuted in Boston, not only refusing to cooperate with the
anthoritics bur also to express any of the expected signs of penitence. Rather than
have the public perecive the reealcitrant pirate as bold, Mather set out in print to
render him more foolish than courageous, more damned than defiant. In the
dialopues (presented as the conferences he held with the pirates in jail), the
minister demonstrated Flv's depravity, Despite the imminence of his exceunon,
the pirate retused to either confess ot to forgive. When asked to confess, he
I spnndud: “Tean't charge my self it Aurdor §did not strike and wound the Master
or Mare!"(8) When asked to forgive, he replied: " 75 a Vain Thing o drisemble. No:
Lean’t. There ave those, that 1 aon’t forgive” (19), Fly even went so far as to Justity the
mutiny and murders: *f §Pe i Gaua .rszl_wf’g’;"f}sffr’{p of any M wrder.—Our Caplun and
iy Mate wsed us Barbarousiy, W poor Men can't heave fustice dane s, There 15 nothing
saiid to our Commanders, lef them gver so much abuie ws, and wse us f1ke Dogs’ (21). Inn
Marther’s account, then, Fly revealed himself to be blindly and stupidly wicked. In
concluding his dudogue, the minister surrendered his struggle to save the pirate’s
coul “We can do no more, but with {iwrs (which, alas, you bave not for yourseltl)
Lament the unaccounrable and unparallel'd Oddurarion that you are given up
nnto” (21}, Afrer his dialoguces, the mnister inserred his execution sermon, which
appropriately fook its rext trom Job 4: 21 “They Dy cven awithout HWisdom.”
Following this sermon Mather added his exccution account, thus using the
beginning and the end of Fly's story as a frame narrative for his sacred lessons.

Although his carcer as a pirate captain lasted barely a month, Fly attracted
considerable attention, 1p addition to the accounts included in The Baoston News-
Totter and The Roston Gazette (from June to July 1726), three narratives were
publizhed in Boston shorty after the executiens: Marher's Fred, Benjamin Colman’s
It is a Fearful Thing to Fall into the Hands of the Living God, and Joseph Edwards’
The Tryals of Sixteen Persons for Prracy. Fly even caused enough of a stir to recetve
his own chapter in the sccond volume of Dyaniel Detoe’s A General History af the
Pyrates (1.ondon, 1728). Ior more recent accounts of Fly, see Dow and FEdmonds,
Snow, Rankin, and Williams, “Purirans and Pirates.” For the best recent discus-
sions of piracy, see Rediker, “IInder the Banner” and Befwween rhe Devt! and the
Diecp Blue and Ritchie,
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